Thoracic empyema due to Streptococcus milleri: four cases.
Four cases of Streptococcus milleri empyema occurring over a six month period are reported. Empyema was post-pneumonic in three patients and followed blunt abdominal and chest trauma in one patient. There was an absence of serious underlying disease in these patients and management consisted of tube drainage, lavage of the pleural space and prolonged intrapleural and systemically administered antibiotic therapy. Complete recovery was achieved in three patients and a satisfactory result in the other without surgical intervention. The clinical and microbiological features of this group of patients are reviewed.